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CEDICATICN
Patron of Husbandry No. 143. That's our Atkinson Grange, organized
in 1889 and still vvorking today to improve the quality of life and to inform
and entertain its residents.
Early Grange meeting were held in the Atkinson Acadeir^ hall, but the
very popular organization quickly outgrew that small meeting room and, in
1912, the Grange members built their own hall. Over the years, the Grange
has held fairs, staged plays, and put on hundreds of suppers in that build-
ing. Lunch and dinner used to be served on election day, and waiting for
election results often meant coffee and all the left-over homenade desserts
you could eat. On those long nights, one veteran incumbent would often tell
jokes deliberately designed to bring giggles from the ladies, follov\ed by
frowns from the Moderator viho, everyone knew, demanded quiet during the
vote counting.
Candidates Night has been a long-time tradition of the Grange. Electior
hopefuls would sit on one side of the hall, facing their voter/constituents.
Grange members were notoriously tough on candidates, exacting difficult
ans\\ers to probing and controversial questions.
Ihere hasn't been one worthv\hile project undertaken in Atkinson v\^ich
hasn't been supported by the Grange in one way or another. Probably their
greatest contribution to the Ibwn was their own hall, given at a time vrfien
there was a sense of need to centralize tlie govemnent offices.
One of the conditions attached to the $1.00 sale was that Grange members
vrould have use of the hall for their meeting. During the last 17 years, the
Grange has held their meeting upstairs, while the Tcwn fathers conducted the
business of the Ttown on the first floor.
One other condition of the sale was that, should the Ttiwn decide they
no longer needed the building, it '/rauld be returned to the Grange. This
year. Grange members graciously agreed to support a new building program,
even though it could mean the demolition of their own, beloved Grange build-
ing.
Vie owe the Grange nuch more than graditude for their dedication and
devotion to Atkinson. We still cmb them the dollar for the building.
In sincere appreciation, the 1985 Annual Report of the Town of Atkinson
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SELECTMEN'S OFFICE — 362-5266
Office Open: Monday - Friday 9a.m. - 4p.m.
TOWN CLERK; - 362-4920
Office Open:
Monday 4p.m.-9p.m.
Tuesday. 10a.m. -5p.m. ,6-8p.m.
Wednesday. .10a.m. -5p.m.
Friday 10a.m. -5p.m. ,6-8p.m.
•mX COLLECTOR: - 362-5357
Office Open:
Monday. . . .4p.m. -9p.m.
Vfednesday . 10a .m . -5p . m.
Friday 10a.m. -5p.m.
ANIMAL CCMTROL DEPARTiyENT :
24 Hoiir Emergency Number
362-5211
HJILDING INSPECTOR: - 362-5761
Office Open:
Monday 7p.m. -9p.m.
















Office Open - Daily - 8:30a.m. -4:30p.m.
ATKINSON TRANSFER STATION:
ATKINSON FIRE DEPARTMENT :




















November 15th - April 15th
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Selectmen Monday - 7 : 30p.m.
Planning Board 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Conservation Ccmmission 3rd Monday
Board of Adjustment 2nd Wednesday
Recreation Ccxranission 2nd Vfednesday
Budget Coimittee 2nd Tuesday
LIST OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
Day Hate Extension
Evening Heme Extension









REPRESENT?^TIVES TO THE GENERAL OXIRT:
The Honorable Natalie Flanagan



































































John W. Holbrook, Chrm.


SmiEMENT OF APPROPRIATIOSIS AND TAXES ASSESSED
^propriations
:
Ibtal appropriations - Itiwn Departments $ 800,283.00
Ibtal appropriations - Special Articles 209,643.00
Total Town Appropriations $1,009,926.00
Sources of Revenue:
Taxes:
Resident taxes $ 33,500.00
Yield taxes 2,000.00
Interest and penalties on taxes 10,200.00
Inventory penalties 2,400.00
Land Use Change Tax 10,000.00
From State:




MDtor Vehicle Permit Fees 382,000.00
Dog licenses 3,200.00
Business license, permits and filing fees 34,800.00
Fines and forfeits 1,000.00
Charges for Services:
Incone from departments 24,500.00
Rent of Town property 100.00
Miscellaneous Revenues:
Interests on deposits 125,000.00
Sale of Town property 3,500.00
Other local incore 900.00
Other financing sources:
Revenue Sharing Fund 35,000.00
Fund Balance 38,000.00
Withdrawals frcm Capital Reserve 54,000.00
Total Revenues and Credits $ 866,113.00
Net Town Appropriations $ 143,813.00
Net School Appropriations 2,619,351.00
County Tax Assessments 137,678.00
Total of Town, School and County Appropriaticxis $2,900,842.00
Deduct Total Business Profits Tax Reiraburserrents (94,968.00)
Add War Service Credits 19,050.00
Add Overlay SriSiJlQ.
Property Taxes Tb Be Raised $2,833,581.00
Tax Rate Per Department of Revenue Administration $ 22.20
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SCHEDULE OF TDWN PROPERTY
1. Town Hall, Land and Buildings
Furniture and equipment
2. Libraries, Land and Buildings
Furniture and equipnent
3. Police Department, Land and Buildings
Furniture and equiprent
4. Fire Department, land and Buildings
Equipnent
5. Highvray Department, Land and Buildings
Equipnent




















Exeter & Hanpton Electric
Public Service Ccnpany of N.H.
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SUMMARY OF TMi SALES ACCXXJNTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1985
Tbwn of Atkinson, New Hanpshire
-DEBITS-
Tax Sales ai Account of Levies of
Prior
1984 1983 1982 Years
Balance of Unredeeited Taxes-
Beginning Fiscal Year $ $11,286.54 $7,136.88 $...0
Taxes Sold to Ttwn During
Current Fiscal Year 44,123.33




Remittanoes to Treasurer During
Year:
Redenptions $37,015.85 $ 8,451.44 $ 7,064.92 $
Interest & costs after sale.
TAX cyTT.T.KCTCR'S REPORT (ccntinued)
levy of 1985
Itoes oomtnitted to Collector:
Property taxes $2,816,957.00
Resident taxes 30,300.00





Interest collected en delinquent
property taj^s 628.23







Land Use Change taxes 8,892.00
Interest collected 628.23
Penalties en Resident taxes 53.00
Abatements made during 1985:
Property taxes 4,677.00
Itesident taxes 690.00
Uncollected taxes as of December 31, 1985:
(as per Collector's list)
Property taxes 201,105.13
Itesident taxes 2,130.00
Land Use Change "I^x 1,400.00
TDTAL CREDITS $2,862,989.05
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT (continued)
levy of 1984
Uncollected taxes as of January 1, 1985:
Property taxes $194,577.15
Resident taxes 2,150.00
Land Use Change taxes 2,955.00
Mded taxes:
Resident taxes 710.00
Interest collected en delinquent
property taxes 4,042.79
Penalties collected on resident taxes 169.00
TOTAL DEBITS $204,603.94




Land Use Change taxes
Interest collected
Penalties collected
















COSTS COLLECTED DURING 1985


























Accounts Due the Tbwn:
Insurance
























Accounts 0\Aed by the Town:
Bills outstanding $ 6,222.18
Unexpended Balance of Special Appropriations 131,520.23
Unexpended Revenue Sharing Funds 61,205.67
Unexpended Bi-Centennial Fund 3,477.31
Yield Tax Deposits (Escrow Account) 478.00
School District Taxes Payable 1,386,351.00
Capital Reserves
Total liabilities^
Fund balance - current deficit









































I hereby certify that the above is correct according to








F. Galietta, Chairman, Selectman
C. George, Jr., Chaintian, Selectman
R. Stork, Selectman
D. Spurling, Selectman
J. Cole, Selectmen's Assistant
L. Plante, Bookkeeper
A. Nobrega, Treasurer
C. Barney, Deputy Treasurer
L. Jette, Town Clerk
J. Edgeocmb, Deputy Town Clerk
S. Dcwd, Deputy Tcwn Clerk
M. Holland, Deputy Tbwn Clerk
K. Poirier, Deputy Tcwn Clerk
J. Anastasi, Tax Collector
J. Nobrega, Deputy Tax Collector
N. Anastasi, Deputy I^x Collector
E. Shore, Consultant
C. Ladd, Town Forester
M. White, Clerk, Budget Connittee















































































M. Mackie, Ballot Clerk
D. Austin, Ballot Clerk
L. Jette, Ballot Clerk
B. Rollins, Ballot Clerk
E. Rogers, Ballot Clerk
T. Enos, Ballot Clerk
S. Stork, Ballot Clerk
A. Sabatino, Ballot Clerk
M. MacDcMiald, Ballot Clerk




















































































































































































































R. Scanlon, Crossing Guard



















































































































































































































Summer Maintenance - Highvray
1985 i^ropriation
Surtmary of Expenditures:
Road Agent, R. Morelli












































































Road Agent, R. Morelli






Contract labor & equipnent:
R. Morelli
D. Morelli






























































































































Animal fines, D. Childs
Dog fines (Unlicensed) , L. Jette























Craft Director, C. Rivard
Senior Counselor, C. Mezquita













































































































1984- Professional Planning Service
1984- Pope Road Field
1984- Feuer Land
1984- New Cemetery Water













































Manchester, New Hampshire 03101
(603) 622-7070
10 February, 1986
Mr. Charles George, Chairman
Board of Selectmen
Town of Atkinson
P. 0. Box 366
Atkinson, New Hampshire 03811
Dear Mr. George:
Please be advised that the audit for the year ended December
31, 1985 is in process at this writing. After the examination
has been completed, we will review the financial statements and
commentary letter with the Board of Selectmen,
It is not anticipated that our reports will be available for
publication in this year's annual report. Therefore, publication








The Atkinscn Board of Selectmen feel 1985 was a productive year in further
opening the lines of cumnunication with its residents. We feel that positive
and direct action was taken with regard to both the day-to-day operations of
the Ibwn and the short- and Icng-range planning for future Itwn needs.
The year 1985 was a year in vdiich Atkinson - for the first time since the
adoption of the Master Plan and its attending zoning ordinance - issued the
maxinum number of new home building permits. It was a year vdiich witnessed
the first-ever cluster housing oondominium project. Fran these events, the
Tbwn and all its boards and departments successfully took charge of their res-
pective respcffisibilities to efficiently and effectively manage the Ttwn's
grcwth.
The Ttwn vigorously and effectively defended itself in a landmark zoning
case, and the final results of the case are pending, with the plaintiff's
appeal to the State Supreme Court. Once again, all the Tcwn's boards and
departments ccmtinued to work in a harmonious and effective fashion to furtiier
irrprove our growth planning for the short and long term.
The Building Needs Corartiittee has taken en the task of reviewing any and
all of the alternatives to our Ttown's short- and long-term building needs.
The Board expects that the coninittee's diligent efforts will provide the
Ttwn with the most corplete and ocrtprehensive program ever, and that the
results of their e>diaustive efforts will provide our upconing Tbwn Meeting
with all the facts to make informed decisions to begin a solid short and
long term building program. The Selectmen encourage a program which pre-
serves the historical qualities of our current buildings vdiere practical,
and the beginning of a replacement construction program on much needed, new
itunicipal facilities. The catmittee also organized and implemented a solid
program of effective repair and maintenance of our existing buildings.
The Selectmen wish to most sincerely thank the department heads and board
members for their marvelous cooperation, devotion, and dedication. The ex-
traordinary efforts of our Fire Department in serving oirr ccimiunity deserve
our hi^iest praise and admiration. Our Police Department, whose dedication
to protect and serve our residents is unending, should also be commended.
Our Road Agent, vAio performs his job with untiring effort although he is
called upon in all hours of the day and night, deserves our thanks and praise.
It is all these people v^o work in our catmunity, volunteering not only
their time but their love and dedication to our Ttwn to further enhance the
quality of life in Atkinson, vAio make our efforts worthwhile. They are the
catalysts responsible for our progress.
To our Selectmen's Assistant, Jane Cole, we extend our heartfelt thanks




BQAED OF SELECIMEN (continued)
The Board fcndly reviews oijr Itwn's past history to help make decisicns
for the present, and for the present to serve as the foundation for the
future.
Wfe are proud to serve our Ttwn and its residents, and we look forward
to your involvenent, your ooncems, your suggestions, and criticisms v^ich
will assist us in our continuing efforts to improve our Tbwn and our coranit-











In 1985 we had cne major structure fire in the Ttwn and it was fully
involved vrtien we received the call. Due to the extensive damage to this
home, ve utilized it for a training sessicxi this past suraner. One other
house fire incurred minor damage primarily due to the fact that there were
vprking smoke detectors in the house.
This past year saw the continued increase in ttie number of ^fedical
Aid calls as in prior years.
Another major incident ve had to contend with last September was Hirricane
Gloria, which was responsible for your firefighters putting in over 700 man
hours alone manning the Fire Staticn and respcnding to numerous calls including
electrical fires, trees dcwn. Medical Aid, etc.
Vfe initiated a dive team in 1985 to help in any water rescue situation
and to help with the maintenance of our fire ponds. Just to certify as a diver,
these men had to pat in over 400 hoiors, not including the practice sessions
they have had.
The Fire Auxiliary donated this year a rescue boat and a one hundred cup
coffee maker to the Fire Department along with their time and effort supplying
us with coffee and sandwiches at cur calls and training sessions and during
Hurricane Gloria.
In 1985 your firefighters have donated more than 1,920 hours from our
bi-monthly training sessions. This along with 5,400 hours for maintenance,
fire and lyfedical Aid calls and standby time adds up to over 7,320 hours of
donated service from your Fire Department. The breakdown of calls received










The following is a schedule of Replacenent/Ftefurbishment of current Fire
Department apparatus as determined by the current Board of Engineers, based
on approximately a twenty (20) year replacement schedule:
(1) Refurbish Unit 76 - 1972 Mack Pumper - reconstruct ccrpartments
,
tank, any engine work and add reel and overhaul puttp, etc. This
should give us approximately 15-20 years at ccnpletion of rework.
This is to be done in 1987 . Cost estimate $70,000. to $90,000.
(2) Replacement of Unit 77 - 1961 International Forestry Truck. This
should be replaced with an all vdieel drive mini/midi puitper giving
us the capability to access all areas of the Itwn in the event of
brushfires and a rapid responce vehicle to respond to any other type





(3) Purchase of a small, light veight, all drive vehicle to respond to
medical aid calls. Medical aid calls constitute more than 50% of
our respcnses and our current "Itescue Vehicle was not designed for
this type of constant useage. It is best used for heavy rescue,
lighting and salvage/overhaul at fire scenes. This should be done
somstime within the next 8 years or less and will be an additional
new piece of equipment, not replacing any other piece of equipment.
(4) Iteplacement of Unit 72 - 1978 Ford Rescue Truck. Replacement should
be with a vehicle of cociparable useage. This replacement should be
done in 1998. Estimated cost $150,000.
(5) Iteplacement of Unit 73 - 1982 Mack Pumper/Tanker. Replacement
should be with a cortparable vehicle. This ireplacement shculd be
done in 2002. Cost estimate $200,000.+.
(6) I^plaoement of refurbished Unit 76 - 1972 Mack Punper. Replacement
should be with a comparable unit. This replacement to be done by
2007. Cost estimate $200,000.+.
(7) Replacement of Unit 74 - 1986 Mack Tanker. Replacement should be
done by 2011. Cost estimate unknown.
The above schedule does not consider any additional equipment needed due
to the continued growth of Atkinson. This equipment would have to be purchased
CO an as needed basis within the realm of this schedule and not to be substitued
in place of any existing equipment.
Without a substantial Capital Reserve input this program as scheduled will
be unattainable and due to the increasing age and decreasing reliability, the
frequency and cost of maintenance will sky rocket. This will not necessarily
guarantee the response of these aged pieces of equipment in an emergency situ-
ation.
Vfe are continually in need of new members. Anyone 18 years of age or
older is welcome to join and vie will be glad to train you.
Respectfully sutmitted,





The year 1985 hearalded condatiiniums in Atkinson. Inspecticns are now
cx«nc3uctBd en a daily basis, sctnetiraes including weekends. Gondaniniums are not
only constructed at a faster rate, but also provide additional items to inspect
i.e. fire wall intergrity betveen each and every unit. 1986 will bring phase
II of the Wright Faun Developnnent and also Planning Board approval of a 90+
unit developnent off of Vfestside Drive.
A typical dwelling unit in Atkinson must be checked for the following by
a fire inspector:
(a) Five inspections during ccnstructicn of a fireplace.
(b) A check of each chimney - metal or masonary.
(c) Installation of wood or coal stove and associated protective wall.
(d) Installation of oil burners alcng with wall and/or ceiling protection.
(e) Fire walls and fire doors associated with multiple dv^llings and/or
attached garages.
(f) Hand railings, closet openings, window and door sizes.
(g) Qnergency door keys for all bathrootis.
(h) Smoke detectors en every level.
These items are all applicable for new additions as well.
All schools, both public and private are inspected each year alcng with a
demonstration usually presented during the month of October. In ccnjunction
with school demonstrations, it should be noted that the Atkinson Fire Association
at their Efeoember, 1985, meeting voted to purchase two VCR "Fire Safety" films,
at a cost of over $400.00. These will be a welccsne addition to our film library.
Information for people with rental property;
(1) You must have smoke detectors installed in all rental property - on
every living level including the basement, atoke detectors are also
required in same hallways, depending en the total number and arrange-
ment of dwelling units under one roof.
(2) These smoke detectors rmst be A/C type (electric), i.e. one rings,
they all ring. NOTE: battery type smoke detectors do not satisfy State
RSA requirements unless installed prior to July, 1984.
(3) The fire inspection bureau will soon be making inspections of all
rental property - our main purpose will be to check proper installation
of smoke detectors.
Again this year we ask all Townspeople to help us in our Safety Program.
Please :
(a) Post Police and Fire telephone numbers on each and every phone.
(b) Install your house number so that it can be seen from the main road.
Quick identificatJ-on helps us in our emergency calls.
(c) If your road ident:ification sign is missing - call the Tbwn Hall and
report it.




(e) Plan and execute a hcitE evacuation plan with all nembers of your family.
Ihanks go to Den Main of Wasson Lane for purchasing coloring books for
the school children for our October, 1985, presentations.
Also welccms to Fred Hellnruth, a new matiber of the Fire Department
during 1985. Fred is an extr^tEly capable member of the inspection team.
Many thanks and "Ben Voyage" to Red Norris. Red, an inspector for many
years and his wife Vi will be moving to Merrimack, New Hampshire this ocming
summer. Wte wish them much luck and happiness.
Last but not least, if you have any questions, office hours are each and
every Monday night at the Ttown Hall, or you can stop in at the Fire Station
anytirre there are any vehicles in the parking lot. You are always welcatE.







The Atkinson Police Department has had a very busy year in 1985. Vfe
had nine (9) house breaks, three (3) of v\^ich were solved. The two males
vdio were apprehended in cne of the breaks ccnfessed to over fifteen (15)
other breaks in Rockingham County alone. Another suspect was captured in
the house at gun point, \4iich was made possible because of the quick res-
ponce of a neighbor vA\o was watching the house, saw something suspicious
and called the FOlice. This is an excellent example of why this department
advocates everyone taking part in the Neighborhood Crime Watch Program.
Also this year there was an armed robbery at the Village Store in
which the suspects were subsequently apprehended and have been indicted
by the Grand Jury.
Vfe had seventy-three (73) reported cases of vandalism in 1985, which
included damage to mail boxes, lawns and other types of malicious damage.
Out of those seventy-three (73) reported cases, we vere able to solve almost
70% through the apprehension of ten juveniles v*io were roaming the Ibwn fron
the hours of midnight to 3:00 a.m. All subjects involved in these incidents
were processed through the Juvenile Court and we feel they have learned that
"Criite Does Not Pay".
A total of cne hundred and thirty one (131) residents took advantage of
our Vacation Watch this past year. When you leave for vacation, call the
Police Department and we will put you on our Away List.
As some of you may be aware, we are dispatched by the Rockingham County
Sheriff's Department in Brentwood, New Hanpshire. The dispatchers there are
not physically familiar with Atkinson, as our local dispatchers were, so the
Selectmen have initiated the creation of an information phone line that will
be answered locally and handle all non-emergency calls such as directions,
hours of Itiwn Offices, etc. Hopefully in the future when our needs justifiy
a local dispatch, it will becane possible.
Your Police Department has a working force of twelve (12) part-time
officers, with v^ich ve are still able to maintain coverage twenty four
hours a day, but vfe have not been flooded with residents who wish to apply
to becate a part-time officer. Vfe are actively looking for residents who
may be interested in this type of part-time employment. The job requires
long hours, lew pay ($4.65 an hour to start), 84 hours of schooling to earn
a certificate from the State of New Hampshire and a great deal of dedication.
If anyone is interested, please ccntact the Police Department.
In 1985, we had a total of 454 cases heard in Plaistow District Court.
Out of these we had 423 mt)tor vehicle violations, 19 DWIs, 6 misdemeanors
and 6 felonys. Wfe completed the year with a 99% conviction rate.
Have a good year, love thy neighbor and drive defensively.
Respectfully submitted,





The past year has been a busy cne regarding Juveniles. A vandalism
spree by a group of Juveniles impacted heavily upon the already expanding
Juvenile case load. The Police Department's involvement with Juvenile
cases reached an all time high with over 240 hours expended by the Juvenile
Officer.
Cri a positive note, our continued involemsnt with the Family Mediation
Program has seen our referrals go from zero to fourteen and our use of the
program expanded greatly with the expanded services provided by the program's
co-ordinator , Dawn Krygeris. The services provided by the program saved the
Ttwn countless man hours and a great deal of money. Proposed additions to
the program in the caning year are expected to further enhance our capabili-
ties regarding Juvenile problems.
The largest major change in the Ibwn's financial liability regarding
Juveniles is the fact the Itwn will no longer be respcxisible for the basic
cost of placing children outside of their homes (CHINS). Ihis cost will new
be picked up by the State and County in 1986, v^ich is the reason for the








In the Spring of 1985, the Tbwn took title to the 63 acre SaMinill
Swaitp parcel. Ihis area should be most important to future generations
for water recharge, wildlife protectioi, education and passive recreation
purposes. Many thanks go to the Feuers for their generosity and patience.
A lot of our time and energies this year have gene into wetland pro-
jects and reviewing dredge and fill permits. Ihe wetlands seem to have
become more and more inportant as land values rise and buildable areas
shrink.
With the help and co-sponsorship of the Liens Club, a canoe launch-
ing area was established on a piece of Town owned land on Stickney Road
at Big Island Pond. lb start with, this involved removing tens of rul±»ish.
Phil Busby volunteered heavy equiprent and labor in preparing the site
and ve are very grateful for his generous effort. Pressure-treated WDOden
steps with a gentle pitch were installed down a bank to the high water
line. Ihis area is not to be used for motor boats and is for Atkinson
residents only. It will be ready in the early Spring as soon as the lake
fills.
Wfe cectpleted a timber sale on our Stickney Road parcel with the help
and guidance of our censulting forester, Charles Moreno. Ihe sale was a
firewood thinning of marked poor quality hardvroods and 116 oords were re-
moved by the contract logger. A good job was accaiplished, releasing the
ronnaining trees for a better growing opportunity.
Ihe forestry work on the Stickney parcel and previous careful inprove-
ment cuttings on the Sawyer parcel a few years ago qualified us for member-
ship in the nation-wide American Tree Farm System. Our tree farm sign was
awarded to us in Etecember.
More trail work was done en our Ccxiservation lands this past year






















As Atkinson grx3ws, so grows Kimball Public Library. This growth is a
national phenomenon. State law ditates the number of hours a Pi±)lic Library
must be open to serve its patrons, but there are no laws to govern the
quality of service. The d€?dication of our Librarian and staff is a point of
pride to us as Trustees and a real tribute to Atkinson. Our grcup of volun-
teers is also top-notch.
Points of interest in reviewing 1985 include: $1,085.14 turned back to
the Ibwn (this money was available due to an overage in the approved 1984
Salaries and FICA) ; a sunmer reading program for youngsters and a baby-sitting
workshop for older boys and girls; continuation of the Mother Goose Story
Hour for pre-schoolers; installation of a crash bar and safety glass on the
front door of Kimball Ifouse(a safety and fire exit for the children's rocm
and for Kimball House itself) ; installation of outside lighting for safety
fran dusk to dawn.
The Trustees purchased an oak index table for the reference section,
carpeted the downstairs workroom, presented the Gerwick Puppeteers' "Case of
the Missing Woodpile" in August, sponsored a book and bake sale in September,
and bought two free passes to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts (each admits twD
people). Also, Kimball Public Library new has an Apple 1200 modem and
Softerm II, installed at no cost to the Town. This system puts us in touch
with the New Hanpshire Automated Information System (NHES) . Besides contain-
ing the holdings of most New Hampshire libraries (purchased since 1980) , the
system contains Status of Bills, v*iich provides information en bills being
considered by the General Court in the current and previous Legislative
sessions.
When our Tbwn Hall was closed to large public meetings, we were glad to
have the function room available for Tbwn use. Schedules were juggled to fit
Itwn meetings in with those of regular function room users. Increased func-
tion room use led to a greater burden on the already taxed septic system and
pump, an increase in non-library use of the telephone, and the necessity for
more frequent cleaning of the downstairs.
Vie were glad to see re-organizatien of the Friends of Kimball Public
Library last fall. Ihe Friends now sutmit a monthly comrainity calendar to
local newspapers, and they sponsored a well-attended carol singing and
storytelling program for Christmas. The library and the community at large
will benefit from future activities and projects of the Friends.
Vie were pleased to be able to co-spensor the 1985 Haunted House project,
chaired by Deidre Morse. Kiinball Public Library and Kimball house have
both been used for this activity, and benefitted therefrcm.
Ihe Trustees continue to keep the cemnunity activity sign outside Kim-
ball House updated.
At this time, we wish to extend sincere thanks to all who donated to-
ward the purchase of the Library of America series. Funds raised in the
Ibwn were matched by the Andrew W. rfellon Foundation. To all viho donated
books and other material and to those who continue to give freely of their
time and talents, our deep appreciation.
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ANNUAL REPORT
KIMBALL PUBLIC LIBRARY (ccntinued)
Please remeitiber that Kinisall Public Tii brary belongs to YOU. Inside the
coiifortable , attractive building are hundreds of books and many, inany, maga-
zines, records, t^jes, four Polariod Sun cameras and a Dreml Electric Engraver
for your use. A Public Library is not just a building full of books; it is a
repository of ideas and knowledge, all free for the borrowing.
At present, Kirtiball Public Library is open 34 hovirs a week. Please visit
YOUR library and find out, if you do not already knew, vAiat a marvelous place
it is. Hours are:
Maiday 2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Mfednesday 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,









Gladys Dyke, Honorary Trustee
FINANCIAL REPORT
KIMBALL PUBLIC LIBRARY






Cash balance, December 31, 1985 $ 187.41
Miscellaneous Fund
Cash balance, January 1, 1985 $ 50.33
Receipts
Fines 1,634.08
Interest 25.34 $ 1,709.75
Disbursements 1,454.89
Cash balance, Deceitiber 31, 1985 $ 254.86
Inccne Generating Equipment
Cash balance, January 1, 1985 $ 326.99
Receipts:
Copy machine 756.10
Interest 15.45 $ 1,098.54
Disbursenents 395.15
Cash balance, December 31, 1985 $ 703.39
Kimball Library Association/Memorial Fund
Cash balance, January 1, 1985 $ 3,989.06
Receipts:
Deposits 1,256.35
Interest 456.98 $ 5,702.39
Disbursements 2,349.62
Cash balance, December 31, 1985 $ 3,352.77
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KIMBALL PUBLIC LIBRARY
1985 Corparative Statement of Appropriations and Expenditures
ANNUAL REPORT
PLANNING BOARD
In 1981, the Tovm approved a comprehensive Master Plan to direct the
growth and development of Atkinson. In 1982, extensive changes in the Zoning
Ordinance and land use regulations were approved in order to implement the
proposed tenets of the Master Plan.
Our ordinances and regulations are among the most comprehensive in the
State. However, this accomplishment should not delude us into inaction.
Zoning ordinances and their associated regulations must be fluid documents
reflecting a continually changing society. Put in simple terms, they must
address changing state law, changing local needs, and inequities and omis-
sions uncovered, to name a few. In addition, there are constant housekeeping
changes and the attempt to make our ordinances simpler to read and to use.
This year the Planning Board addressed the last point just mentioned
first of all. By July, we had approved a newly formatted and systematized
Planning and Land Use Regulations book with appendices and indices which sim-
plify their use. In addition, since late summer, the Board addressed many
other changes occasioned by State law, by town needs, by inequities and omis-
sions, and by housekeeping. Hearings have been held on all of these proposed
changes, and you are asked to carefully study them as they appear in Articles
3 through 21 in the Town Warrant (the colored insert in this Town Report).
In order to help you put these proposed changes in perspective, the pages
immediately following this report carry a printout of all the sections in the
current ordinances which will be affected by passage of these changes. The
printout carries the same article numbers and amendment numbers which appear
in the Town Warrant so that you can easily compare the changes proposed in
the Warrant with the regulations that currently exist. Please be prepared to
come to the polling booth and cast a reasoned vote on each of these articles
on Tuesday, March 11, 1986.
This year marks the fifth and final year of our Growth Management and
Timing of Development Ordinance. These five years have seen an explosion of
growth in the towns around us. The statistical parameters compiled as a
basis for our original Master Plan have certainly changed. It is imperative
that a review of these statistics be carried out and that the Master Plan be
amended accordingly. Then, and only then, will we be legally in a position
to determine if a new Growth Management and Timing of Development Ordinance
is in our best interst. An article in the Town Warrant has been included to
cover the anticipated cost of this review. I cannot impress upon you too
strongly how crucial these expenditures are to the orderly and efficient
development of our town. A decision with regard to this matter will be made
at the deliberative session of the Town Meeting on Saturday, March 15, 1986.
Respectfully submitted,
Atkinson Planning Board
John W. Herlihy, Chairman
[Printout of affected sections of ordinances follows.
]
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SBCTIONS AFFECTED BY PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CURRENT ORDINANCES
ARTICLE 3, AMENDMENT NO. 1
[NOTE: The number identification of all sections of the ordinances are affected. The warrant
article proposing this amendment carries within it a saitple of the current numbering system for
a section as well as a sample of the proposed numbering system for that same section for compari-
son purposes .
]
ARTICLE 4, AMENDMENT NO. 2
Z600:6 The maximum number of dwellings permitted in any rural cluster development shall
be determined by utilizing the required density of land area per dwelling unit for that
district.
ARTICLE 5, AMENDMENT NO. 3
Z300:l
B2 Building pemiit. A document issued by the Building Inspector signifying that all ap-
provals and prerequisite permits have been obtained. A building permit allows specified con-
struction activity to comnence. With the exception of a single-family detached dwelling unit,
vAiich shall require one building permit, every four (4) bedrooms in any other type of dwelling
unit or combination of dwelling units shall require one (1) building permit. Oie quarter (1/4)
of a building permit shall be applied to each bedrocsn proposed for construction.
D2 OweUing unit. A living unit. (See also "Single family resirlenoe. "
)
LI laving unit. The structure and indoor space occupied by one (1) household. A unit.
S3 Single family residenoe, or a single dwelling unit, shall be a dwelling occupied by
one family unit only. Such single family dwelling shall be placed on a pemenent foundation. A
dwelling unit is rooms arranged for the use of one or more individuals living together as a
single housekeeping unit with cooking, living, sleeping, and sanitary facilities. 1982.
ARTICLE 6, AMENDMENT NO. 4
Z600:l Single family, two family, or four-unit townhouse developnent in a cluster concept
is permitted in any district except the commercial- industrial district within the Town of
Atkinson and may be exenpt from the provisions of Lot and Yard Regulations Minimum Required, but
subject to the conditions which follow.
Z600:9 The following uses shall be permitted: one-family, two-family, four-unit
townhouse dwelling, eind incidental private recreational uses.
ARTICLE 7, AMENDMENT NO. 5
CM210.
a. The Town establishes that no more than forty-five (45) building permits be issued for
new dwellings per calendar year.
GM213.
b. In any one calendar year, should less than forty-five (45) building permits be issued,
the retraining number of building permits between the limit of forty-five (45) and those actually
issued shall be applied to the next year's quota, hereinafter referred to as "quota
carry-overs."
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ARTICLE 8, AMENDMENT NO. 6
Z700:2 A change in the status of a dwelling from seasonal, recreational, or secondary
hone to a home which is intended to be used as a primary or year-round dwelling shall be con-
sidered a change in the use of the existing building according to the building code of the Town
of AtJd.nson and shall require compliance with state and local water supply and sewage disposal
regulations in effect at the time of such change in status. Before any structural alteration or
change in use takes place, permits by the Building Inspector and Health Officer of the Town of
Atkinson shall be obtained after authorization for such permits has been granted by special ex-
ception from the Board of Adjustment signifying that requirements in Sections WS300 and WS400 of
Atkinson's Water Suj5>ly and Sewage Disposal Regulations shall be met.
ARTIOiE 9, AMENDMENT NO. 7
Section Z400. General PEOirLsiaas
400:1 No owner or occupant of land in any district shall permit fire or other ruins to be
left, but shall remove the same within two years.
400:2 Any uses that may be otnoxious or injurious by reason of the production or emission
of odor, dust, smoke, refuse matter, fumes, noise vibrations, or similar conditions, or that are
dangerous to the comfort, peace, enjoyment, health, safety of the community or lending to its
disturbcince or annoyance are prohibited in any district. No privately-owned land in any dis-
trict shall be used for the dumping of or storage of hazardous wastes or junk. 1982, 1984.
400:3 Any building or use otherwise permitted in the district shall be permitted on a sub-
standard lot, provided that such substandard lot is legally buildable in all other respects and
is not adjacent to another lot(s) having the same ownership as of the effective date of this or-
dinance cind amendments, or at any time thereafter. Whenever the owner of a substandard lot owns
or acquires an adjacent lot, resulting in the conbined lots' meeting or exceeding this ordi-
nance's standard lot requirements, the adjacent lots will be considered as being merged into one
(1) lot for the purposes of this ordinance. Such merged lot will be required to conform there-
after to this ordinance's standards, including the area, frontage, depth, yard, and coverage
requirements . 1982
,
ARTICLE 10, AMENDMENT NO. 8
Z600:18 The meal cluster develojraent plan shall show the layout of all roads and shall dif-
ferentiate between collector roads which move traffic through the developnent and service roads
vidiich provide access to the development and the single dwelling units.
a. All collector roads shall be built to the town subdivision requirements for new public
roads and shall be offered to the Town for public acceptance,
ARTICLE 11, AMENDMENT NO. 9
Section Z700. NoaoGnfaniiiiig Oses
700:1 Any nonconforming use, as that term is defined in Article III, may be continued in
its present form except as provided herein:
a. No extension, expansion, enlargement, or alteration of a nonconforming use will be al-
lowed without a special permit issued by the Board of Adjustment. Said special permt shall ex-
pire within one (1) year unless acted upon by the permittee.
b. A nonconforming use of a building or premises which has been abandoned shall not there-
after be returned to such nonconforming use. When any nonconforming use of a structure is aban-
doned for a period in excess of one year, the structure shall not thereafter be used except in
oonforraance with the regulations of the district in which it is located,
c. A nonconforming use may not be changed subsequently to another nonconforming use of the
same premises.
d. Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent the reconstruction, repairing, rebuilding, and
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continued use of any nonoonforraing building or structure damaged by fire, collapse, explosion,
or Acts of God, subsequent to the date of the
ordinance, provided that the restoration activity conmences within one (1) year of the damaged
incident. Such restoration will not require a variance.
700:2 A change in the status of a dwelling from seasonal, recreational, or secondary hone
to a home which is intended to be used as a primary or year-round dwelling shall be considered a
change in the use of the existing building according to the building code of the Town of
Atkinson and shall require compliance with state cind local water supply and sewage disposal
regulations in effect at the time of such chcinge in status. Before any structural alteration or
chcinge in use takes place, permits by the Building Inspector and Health Officer of the Town of
AtJcinson shall be obtained after authorization for such permits has been granted by special ex-
ception fran the Board of Adjustment signifying that requirements in Sections WS300 and WS400 of
Atkinson's Water Supply and Sewage Disposal Regulations shall be met.
Section Z450. Aocsessocy Uses: Home Ocxa^paticns
450:1 A ppirnrit for a home occupation shall be allowed in residential zones by special ex-
ception from the Board of Sdjustment if the occupation caiplies with the following:
a. A proposed occupation shall be incidental and secondary to the use of the property as a
dwelling and shall not change the residential character of the premises thereof.
b. Unless exempted by Section 450:4-a, no home occupation shall take place in a multi- fami-
ly dwelling.
c. The occupation may be carried on by the occupant's immediate fainily residing at that lo-
cation and by one or more additional employees whose aggregate hours of work at that location do
not exceed eighty hours per week (80 hours/ week).
d. There shall be no jiiysical evidence of equifnient of materials visible to abutters out-
side the dwelling.
e. Parking areas in excess of those necessary for normal residential purposes may be
allowed provided the residential character of the environment is preserved.
f
.
When necessary, further restrictions shall be placed on the occupation in order to com-
ply fully with Article IV, Section 400:2 of this ordinance.
g. A permit to operate a hone occupation shall be issued to the owner/occupant only and is
not transferable to a subsequent owner.
h. The applicant shall complete and sign a form that sets forth the nature of the home occu-
pation and provides details of the business and its scope of operation.
450:2 Nature of the Permit
a. Permits shcill be issued by the Board of Adjustment.
b. Prior to the issuance of a permit, the Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing.
Abutters will be notified of the time and date of the heeiring by certified mail, such letter to
include a description of the heme occupation applied for and its location.
c. Before a permit is granted, mandatory building inspections shall be made by the Town if
the public is to be served at the proposed location or if hazardous materials are to be stored
there. In addition, a formal site plan review may be required if deemed necessary.
d. No more than one business permit can be in effect for any one location. Multiple busi-
nesses at one location shall be subject to the rules and regulations of a single business.
e. A permit is valid only for the owner/occupant and location for vfcLch it is issued.
f Periodic inspections of the heme occupation premises may be required subsequent to the
issuance of a permit in order to confirm ca^liance with the conditions of the original special
exception granted. If, in the opinion of the Board of Selectmen, the business practices origi-
nally set forth and defined in the initial approval have changed, it shall revoke the permit
that was issued. Permit holders whose permits are revoked may make application to the Board of
Sdjustment for a new permit based on the changed circumstances of the business.
450:3 Fees
a. There will be an initial permit fee of $25.00 plus the cost of certified mail to each
abutter including the afpliccint and the cost of all initial inspections deemed necessary.
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b. Any inspection required by the Town subsequent to the issuance of a permit shall be peiid
by the permit holder,
450:4 Bseaptions from permit requirements
a. Hone occupations in which neither customers nor vehicles came to the location where the
business activity takes place and at which no sign is displayed.
b. Agricultural activity, including farming and forestry, in which products are grown on
the premises and sold off the premises,
c. Home occupations for v<*iich permits were officially issued by the Planning Board and in
effect on or before March 8, 1984, with such permits automatically becoming subject to Section
450:2-f, 1984,
ARTICLE 12, AMENDMENT NO. 10
Z300:l
01 Qff-site water system. A system of piped water for human consunption whose source
is located on land other than that allocated for development density calculations and for which
review and approval by the New Hampshire Water Supply and Pollution Control Commission, Division
of Water Supply, has been received,
ARTICLE 13, AMENDMENT NO. 11
Z600:14 At least fifty percent (50%) of the total area, exclusive of public rights of way,
shall be set aside as common land covenanted to be maintained as permanent "open space."
ARTICLE 14, AMENDMENT NO. 12
Z410:2 Designated Wetlands. The wetlands of Atkinson are those areas of the Town that con-
tain fresh water marshes, perennial and intermittent streams, and soils classified as poorly or
very poorly drained. Such areas are to be defined by the National Cooperative Soil Survey con-
ducted by th United States Depsirtment of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service and by the on-
site soils investigation of a qualified soils scientist if such investigation is required by the
Planning Board. 1979,
300:1
Wl WUdlife refuge shall be an area designated for the preservation of wildlife
species , 1982
,
ARTICLE 15, AMENDMENT NO. 13
Z410:5 Baseaeats, Ri^ts of Way. Streets, roads, and other access ways and utility
rights of way or easements may be permitted provided that:
a. The street, road, access way or utility right of way or easement is essential to the pro-
ductive use of land not zoned under the provisions of this ordinance,
b. The street, road, access way or utility right of way or easement is so located and
constructed as to minimize any detriinental iitpact of such uses upon the wetland,
c. Such location and construction be caipatible with the intents and purposes of this
ordinance.
Approval for such uses may be obtained as a part of site plan approval pursuant to RSA 36:19a*,
or when 36:19a is not applicable, as a special exception by the Board of Adjustment. 1979.
ARTICLE 16, AMENDMENT NO. 14
SectioD BC300. Duties of the Applicant
310. Any person, persons, partnership, or corporation shall obtain a pjerrait before beginning
construcuion, alteration, or repairs, other than ordinary rep>airs, using application forms
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furnished by the Building Inspector,
310:1 Ordinary repairs are nonstructural repairs and do not include addition to, altera-
tion of, or replacement or relocation of water sujply, sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil,
waste, vent, or similar piping, electrical wiring, or mechanical or other work for which a per-
mit is required by the Building Inspector.
310:2 Said application shall be acoonpanied by a sketch or plcin of the proposed building
or alteration.
310:3 Said application shcill be accompanied by a signed statanent of the intended use of
the building upon corrpletion of construction or alteration.
320. The a^licant shall display prominently at the site of the construction or alteration a
card issued by the Building Inspector evidencing his permit.
330. The applicant shall make the pranises accessible to the Building Inspector at reasonable
times for the perforrtvance of his duties.
340. Any person, persons, partnership or corporation intending to install a heating device,
regardless of value, shall first make application for a permit on ajplication obtained from the
Fire Inspector.
ARTICLE 17, AMENDMENT NO. 15
Section Z510. (BR-3) Rural Residential-3
510:1 In Rural Residential-3, the following uses are permitted:
a. Agricultural and forest uses
b. Single family conventional housing
c. Private outdoor recreation





i. Manufactured housing in a Rural Cluster Residential Development (A2rticle VI)
510:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a special exception by the Board
of Adjustment:
a. Excavations (See Article IV, Section 430.)
b. Home occupation (See Article IV, Section 450.)
510:3 Area, yard, coverage, height, and general regulations*
Residential Uses Non-residential Uses
a) Lot area minimum
b) Lot frontage minimum
c) Lot depth minimum
d) Front yard minimum













Two stories or 30 feet, vrfiichever is less.
Accessory building, 15 feet.
Nb height limitations for agricultural use.






50 feet each side
1 - Rear yard and side yard minimum for private out^door recreational installations is
15 feet,
i) * In an RR-3 area, a total of 30,000 square feet may be included in the lot size
requirements in soil conditions generally not suited for development.
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Sectlaa Z520. (R»-2) Rural Re8ideatial-2
520:1 In Rural Residential-2, the following uses are perndtted:
a. Agricultural and forest uses
b. Single family conventional housing
c. Private outdoor recreation





i. Manufactured housing in a Rural Cluster Residential Development (Article VI)
520:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a special exception by the Boaird
of Adjustment:
a. Excavations (See Article IV, Section 430.)
b. Residential use on 1,5 acre density provided soil conditions render slight or no litnita-
tions to development and include slopes of less than 8%, depth to bedrocJc greater than 10 feet,
depth to high water table greater than 6 feet, and soils classified as soil numbers 12, 26, 42,
or 43 as described in the 1978 AtJtinson Soils Survey
c. Hone occupation (See Article IV, Section 450.)
520:3 Area, yard, coverage, height, and general regulations*
Residential Uses Ncxi-residential Uses
a) Lot area minimum
b) Lot frontage minimum
c) Lot depth minimum
d) Front yard minimum
















50 feet each side
g) Building height minimum Two stories or 30 feet, vrtiichever is less.
Accessory building, 15 feet.
No height limitations for agricultural use,
h) General regulations Site plain approval is required for non-residential uses.
1 - Rear yard and side yard minimum for private out-door recreational installations is
15 feet.
i) * In an RR-2 district, three acres shall be required if more than 50% of a two-acre
lot shows in the 1978 Atkinson Soils Survey as having less than two feet depth to the
seasonal water table, and/or slopes greater than 25% and/or less than four feet to
bedrock and/or are generally found under soils map symbols 6, 15, 32, 33, 40, 41, 41r,
46, 47, 129, 197, 214, 295, 395, 495, 514, 532, 533, 546, 547, 595, 647.
Sectioo Z530. (18-2) Tbwi Ite8ideritial-2
530:1 In Town Residential-2, the following uses are permitted:
a. Agricultural and forest uses
b. Single family conventional housing
c. Public sciwol
d. Private outdoor recreation






h. Manufactured housing in a Rural Cluster Residential Developnent (Article VIA)
530:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a Special Exception by the Board
of Adjustment:
a. Excavations (See Article TV, Section 430.)
b. Residential use on 1.5 acre density provided soil conditions render slight or no limita-
tions to development and incluie slopes of less than 8%, depth to bedrock greater than 10 feet,
depth to high water table greater tlian 6 feet, and soils classified as soil numbers 12, 26, 42,
or 43 as described in the 1978 Atlcinson Soils Survey
c. Hone occupation (See Article IV, Section 450.)
530:3 Area, yard, coverage, height, and general regulations
Residential Uses Non-residential Uses
a) Lot area minimum 2 acres
b) Lot frontage minimum 200 feet
c) Lot depth minimum 200 feet
d) Front yard minimum 50 feet
e) Rear yard minimum 50 feet
f
)
Side yard minimum 30 feet






50 feet each side
10 percent
h) Building height maximum
i) General regulations
Two stories or 35 feet, vrfiichever is less.
Accessory building, 15 feet.
No height limitations for agricultural use.
Site plan approval is required for non-residential uses.
1 - Rear yard and side yard minimum for private out-door recreational installations is
15 feet.
Section Z540. (C) Ounmercinl
540:1 In Commercial districts, the following uses are permitted:
a. Retail store — no more than 10,000 square feet
b. Business office — no more than 5,000 square feet






g. Mortuary, funeral heme
h. Enclosed storage
i. Parking
540:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a special exception by the Board
of Adjustment:
a. Other neic^iborhood retail business use upon the finding by the Plemning Bosurd that such
use is of the same general character as those permitted and which will not be detrimental to the
other uses within the district or to the adjoining land uses.
b. Residential uses meeting all residential requirements of the TR-2 district.
540:3 Area, yard, coverage, height, and general regulations
a) Lot minimum
b) Lot width minimum
c) Lot depth minimum
d) Front yard minimum







50 feet, except if parking is permitted in front yard, 75 feet
25 feet, or 100 feet abutting residential districts
25 feet, or 100 feet abutting residential districts
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g) Coverage maximum 25 percent
h) Building height inaxinium 35 feet
i) General regulations Site plcin approval is required. Business in Canmercial
districts must be conducted inside a building.
Section Z550. (C-I) CDnrnerBial-Iiidustrial
550:1 In Catmercial-Industrial districts, the following uses eu:e permitted:
a. Retail store — no more than 10,000 square feet
b. Business office — no more thein 5,000 square feet






g. Mortuary, funeral home
h. Enclosed storage
i. Parking
j. Manufacturir^ and storage enploying not more than 20 persons euiy one shift
550:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a special exoepticxi by the Board
of adjustment:
a. Other neighborhood retciil business use upon the finding by the Planning Board that such
use is of the same general character as those permitted and which will not be detrimental to the
other uses within the district or to the eidjoining land uses.
550:3 Area, yeurd, coverage, height, and general regulations
a) Ijot minimum cxie acre
b) Lot width minimum 200 feet
c) Lot depth minimum 200 feet
d) Front yard minimum 50 feet, except if parking is permitted in front yard, 75 feet
e) Rear yard minimum 25 feet, or 100 feet abutting residential districts
f
)
Side yard minimum 25 feet, or 100 feet abutting residential districts
g) Coverage maximum 25 percent
h) Building height maximum 35 feet
i) General regulations Site plan approved is required. Business in Connercial
districts must be conducted inside a building.
Section 560. (IC) Tama Oeoter
560:1 In a Town Center district the following uses are permitted:
a. Those permitted in a TR-2 district
b. Public and civic uses not for profit
560:2 The following uses are permitted after issuance of a special exception by the Board of
Adjustment
:
a. Those uses permitted in Section 540, Ccnmercial District
560:3 Area, yard, coverage, height, and general provisions
a) Lot minimum 2 acres
b) Lot frontage minimum 200 feet
c) Lot depth minimum 200 feet
d) Front yard minimum 50 feet, except if parking is permitted in front yard, 75 feet
e) Rear yeird minimum 50 feet
f Side yard minimum 30 feet
g) Coverage maximum 10 percent
h) Building height maximum Tiicee stories or 35 feet, whichever is less
i) General regulations Site plan approval is required for non-residentied uses. 1984.
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ARTICLE 18, AMENDMENT NO. 16
Z300:l
PI Permaneat redxidents. A family shall be considered pentanent residents vrfien they have
used ciny buildings continuously as a residence for a period of six months or more. 1959.
P2 A {Kioary/peDianent residenoe is a place of abode used by an individual who has,
through all of his actions, demDnstrated a current intent to designate that place of abode as
his principal place of physical presence for the indefinite future to the exclusion of all
others. The status of primary/pemanent residence is not lost or interrupted by a tenporcury ab-
sence if there is an intent to return to it as the principal place of physical presence. 1982.
P3 Private oubdoar recreation means recreational activity taking place on private prop-
erty by consent of the owner (s) of said property and for virtiich no admssion or membership fees
are required to participate. Such activity is considered an ancillary use to primary residen-
tial use. 1985.
P4 RjbLlc outdoor recreation shall include uses such as golf courses, boating facilities,
and any other participating recreation sport activities, but specifically excluding activities
designed as commercial spectator sports. 1982.
[Also see Article V, Sections Z510:l, Z520:l, and Z560:l above.]
ARTICLE 19, AMENDMENT NO. 17
Z300:l
LI Living unit. The structure and indoor space occupied by one (1) household. A unit.
L2 A lot is a parcel of land having its principal frontage upon a right of way. 1982,
L3 A lot of recxjtd is an individual lot lawfully recorded in the Registry of Deeds of
Rockinghcun County, New Hanpshire, and/or Essex County, Massachusetts, which conformed with the
Town zoning requirements in effect at the time of its recording. 1982.
L4 Law-moderate iaaane. An income level that is no more than 80% of the median household
inoonie of the Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) or county (if the municipality in
v^iich the individual or family resides is not located within an SMSA).
ARTICLES 20 AND 21, AMENDMENTS NO. 18 AND 19
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ANNUAL REPORT
BOARD OF AOvJUSTTIENT
During 1985, the Atkinson Board of Adjustment met fifteen (15) times and
scheduled sixty (60) Public Hearing (including continuances). This represents a
33 percent increase again this year. Ihese hearings were concerned with requests
for:
1. Variances to Atkinson's Zoning Ordinances
2. Special Exceptions to Atkinson's Zoning Ordinances
3. ^peals frctn Administrative Orders
4. Home Business Permits
Of the scheduled sixty (60) requests, thirty nine (39) were granted, five
(5) were denied and sixteen (16) were continuances.
The categories for those hearings v^iich resulted in a decision are as
follows:
Granted Denied
Lot line, setback or frontage
Vfetlands

















Ttotal Construction costs $6,578,439.14
Tbtal buidling permits issued in 1985 increased by 11 cot^jared to 1984.
New hone starts were up ty 15 compared to 45 new home starts in 1984.
Atkinson continues to show steady growth evidenced by increased numbers
of permits issued for construction, ihis past year has seen the expansion
of the condominium concept as well as ongoing subdivision growth.
Throughout 1985, the department has enjoyed efficient camtunication with
the Selectmen, Planning and Adjustment Boards resulting in greater efforts
to address concerns affecting the public. Because the public ccntinues to
respond in a positive manner with respect to obtaining proper permits and
inspections, Atkinson continues to be an increasingly safer comnxinity in
which to live.
I wish to thank the resident^ for their cooperation and support in making
1985 a productive building year.
Respectfully sutmitted,





In 1985, there was much road work conpleted in Tcwn. Upper Maple
Avenue fron Academy Avenue to the Hampstead line was ocmpletely recon-
structed, drainage was installed and the bump at the culvert was removed.
The drainage problem en Upland Road was corrected. Lower Maple Avenue had
a total of 12 catch basins installed and 1,600 feet of pipe this year. Vfe
also oiled 8h miles of road, cut shoulders and cut brus-h for better visi-
bility. Providence Hill Road was shimmed and oiled and culverts and catch
basins throughDut the Ttown were cleaned in both the spring and the fall.
Because of the work that has been dene en North Broadway over the
last two years, we have not had any icing problems to date this winter.
Also the drainage work done en Upland Road has corrected the Icng time
icing problems that ve have had there in the past.
Because the Road Study was not ccnpleted to date. Warrant Articles
have been included to reccnstruct Christine Drive and Sunset Drive in 1986,
vrtiich are in my opinion, two of the roads that are in bad condition. Vfe
do not want to get behind in maintaining the roads and then have to do
three or four in one year. This year should be a good year to do road
reconstruction as the price of oil should be down significantly and this
should lower the cost of doing these roads.
I would like to thank the Board of Selectmen for their cooperation







With the increase in the number of new hones this year, also cams an
increase in the number of septic systems installed. Repairs to existing
systems were down.
Vfe finally have a much needed and long awaited State approved septic
system for the Library vdiich will replace the present one v^ich has been
failed for three years. The cost will appear as a Warrant Article this
year and the new system will be installed as socn as it is approved at
Tbwn Meeting.
Any resident having a problem with a septic system should first ccn-







Of the 20 new cemetery lots prepared in 1985, almost 50% have been
sold to date. Geraniums were planted on all perpetual care lots this year
as in past years.
There will be a Warrant Article this year for a cane acre addition to
the oemetery. This will be to cover the cost of clearing and grubbing the
area, stripping and screening the existing loam and adding any fill necessary,
and raking the loam and fertilizing and seeding. Also the driveways will be
graveled to a depth of 12 inches. When the vrork is conpleted, the area will
contain 63 single grave lots, 56 two grave lots and 66 four grave lots.








Once again this year, the largest problem the Animal Control Depart-
ment had to face was the increasing number of dogs that vere picked up with
no type of identificaticn on them at all. This is the most discouraging
problem an Animal Ccntrol Officer faces because the majority of the dogs we
find are nice, loveable pets and there is no way to begin to knew where to
locate the owners. The local newspapers do run ajrticles for us at no cost
and we have been lucky enough to find owners through their generousity. Vfe
also subscribe to all the local newspapers and read the lost and found col-
umn daily and check with the Animal Control Officers in the surrounding
tcwns, but it isn't enough, because every year we are left with more and
mare strays to find homes for. Any type of identification, not just a
license (vdiich is the easiest and required by State Statu* e) will be traced.
Vfe have called as far as New York to nan down a rabies tag. If you have
jiist moved into Atkinson, your best bet is to obtain a new license and
remove the old one as socn as possible. If it is a license from anyv^ere
in New Hampshire it can be transferred at a very small fee. When you get
your license PLEASE put the tag on. If it is in a drawer it doesn't do any
good if the dog should get lost. If you value your pet, make sure it car-
ries some kind of identification even if it never strays because it only
takes once. If you are thinking of getting a pet, please contact this
department - we many times have dogs and cats available for adoption. Vfe
never place animals that do not have good dispositions, are not suitable
pets or are too old or in poor health.
A percentage of the dogs that are picked up have just been dumped by
their owners because they are no longer wanted for one reason or another.
This practice is the saddest thing to face because most of them are really
excellent pets. This practice is illegal and could be reduced if people
would just jot dcwn the license number of any vehicle that is seen letting
out an animal and give to an officer from the Police, Animal Ccntrol or
Humane Society. Also, if you know of anyone who leaves an animal behind
vjhen returning home after the summer or moving, please contact us. Some-
thing can and will be done about it and once it becomes pi±»lic knowledge,
it does help deter others. Wfe will also investigate any other suspected
cases of cruelty and refer them to the Humane Society if necessary. Please
do not hesitate to ccntact us. Your name will be kept ccofidential on
these matters an it is better to do something while the animal in question
is still alive and can be helped than to wait until it dies.
In 1985, every dog that had been hit and was alive after initial
contact was taken to a veterinarian and lived. It is a State Statute {BSA-
264:31) that any driver who hits a dog must report it AS SOCN AS POSSIBLE.
If a driver fails to do this and is turned in, they will be summonsed to
Court. More important, the greatest chance the animal has for survival is
to receive proper care IMMEDIATELY and this will happen if this departitient
is notified. There is no liability on the part of any da'iver viiatsoever -
the only loss is on the part of the animal if no one is notified. Even an
anonymous call is better than none and will be responded to. In the cold
weather, shock with no other injury involved can kill an animal in a very
short time, so we cannot stress enough that time is of the ESSENCE. Please




Belcjw is a comparision of the number of dogs licensed in Atkinscn as
to other area towns. This is something both this Department and the Town
Clerk have worked hard to achieve.
License Ccmparision





last year there vere more dogs licensed in the Tbwn of Atkinson than
in the City of Lawrence, Massachusetts, with a population of 60,000. 1985
was the first year Plaistcw has gone over 700 dogs licensed, Atkinson has
been over for three years. Estimated number of dogs that will be licensed
in Atkinson in 1986 will be 800. This year the revenue to the Tbwn from
dog licenses and fines ainounted to $4,640.60.
Many thanks go to the people viho help this Department function, v^ich
includes the Police and Fire Departments, especially Pat Judge, Bill Rollins
and Darrell Hollenbeck; Linda Jette, our Tbwn Clerk; the staff at Brush-
WDod Veterinary Clinic; the Selectmen and their staff; the great people at
the kennel; the dispatchers at the Sheriff's Department; the Animal Control
Officers from Plaistow, Derry and Salem; the correspondents from the local
newspapers; Peter Sauiiders at the Sturatham Humane Society, whose knowledge
of State laws relating to animals is exceptional; rt^ assistant, Shane,
vAio gets most of the "unusual" calls and to the residents of Atkinson, vtose







The Atkinson Recreation Ccnmission was very pleased this past year with
the Townspeople's participation in and cooperation with the many Recreation
Cartmissiai spcnsered activities.
The 1985 Baseball Program was very successful with an increase in parti-
cipation at all levels. Congratulations to the Babe Ruth A & B teams for
winning the Chanpionships in their respective divisions.
Family Day was terrific 1 Ihe Miss Atkinson contest added a glamorous
dimension to the festivities. All agreed this event must continue. Madeline
Reed, our first Miss Atkinson, is to be congratulated. Thanks to all vAio
helped with Family Day's planning and ej<Bcution. There was a record atten-
dance as well.
Our Thanks to Patty, Carol, David and Carrie for anotlier successful year
of "Sun n Fun".
The Road Race was sponsored by Coors Beer. They donated trophies, hats,
T-shirts and other pronotional material. The race locaticn was moved to the
Pcpe Road Recreation area, viiich seemed to work out v\ell.
The Senior Citizens in Town again enjoyed several outings this year.
The Recreation Conmission's sponsorship of these trips is very inportant.
Basketball for grades 5 thru 8 is in full swing. Vie swish them a gxxi
year!
Special thanks to Designer Hates, vdiose generous contribution made it
possible to install a tennis backboard and large permanent cooking grill at
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1985 was a very busy year for the Ibwn Building Ooititiittee. Vfe cxintin-
ued to research the cost of refurbishing the present Town Hall and the cost
of a new ccnplex. Ihe Conmittee ' s first estimate to renovate was $250,000.
Having consulted with an architect, the estimate was revised to $300,000.
After the first Public Hearing, we felt that the Townspeople wanted detailed
costs. Realty Inspections was hired and after studying the building and get-
ting bids, their cost estimate was $330,000. just to rehabilitate the Town
Hall to give it an addition 20 to 25 years of life.
At the same Public Meeting, the Connittee presented three options to
the TcMn. Chosen by a ccaisensus vote, was the park option v;hich was build-
ing a new Town Hall on the same site as the present Tcwn Hall and having the
Minicipal Garage as well as having the future potential site of a Safety
Ooitplex en the site. The architectural firm of Homer P. Young, Jr. , Asso-
ciates Inc. was hired and given the arduous task of designing a new Ibwn
Hall and Garage, and to arrange the buildings so that a Safety Ocitplex
could be added at a later date. After viewing the plans, the Gcinmittee
felt that to have all three buildings on the same site vrould make the site
crowded unless more land was available. One acre of land, directly behind
the present Town Garage, was found to be available from the School District.
If this land is acquired, we feel that the site will be able to accotinodate
all the buildings with later ej<pansion available.
Due to the condition of the present Town Hall, a decision by the people
of the Town is essential this year. Our TDwn Inspectors estimate a 12-18
mcnth life expectancy of the present Tawn Hall, unless major refurbishing
takes place. The Town Building Conmittee is recoanmending that the Town baild
a new Town Hall and Minicipal Garage with all the attending site work on the
4.5 acre site this year.
Vfe want to thank all the IDwn departments, agencies, organizations and
individuals that have given us input and direction into the design and layout








Ihis past year has been a fruitful and enlightening cne for Civil
Defense. Hurricane Gloria, fortunately, spared us her vrorst, but allowed
us the opportunity to operate and discover vAiere our deficiencies lie.
Steps are being taken to remedy said deficiencies.
Ihe Seabrook issues, the Master Evacuation Plan, the Town Hall and
local dispatch remained as current and future topics for discussion and
planning.
In response to last year's call for volunteers, I did receive a num-
ber of contacts. Scsme I have picked up on, sate I will be contacting






This year the Manicipal Dispatch Carmittee did not face as large a
problCTi as it did in 1984, when we had to find a suitable replacanent for
Helen Conley after her many years of service to the Ttwn. While she is
still missed and never will be replaced, probleins with the dispatching,
which is presently handled by the Rockingham County Sheriff's Department
in BrentwDod, New Hampshire, are being ironed out by the department heads
as they arise.
The Ccninittee again in 1985 examined the options available for dis-
patching and decided to stay with the Rockingham Oounty Sheriff's Depart-
ment in 1986. The cost of operating cur own dispatch is too great at
this time to be ccnsidered even though that would be the most desirable.
There are times, as in the instance of Hurricane Gloria or vdien the
phone lines go down, that dispatching must be done in Ttiwn. This year
both the Fire and Police Departments have budgeted for these emergencies.
Vfe will continue to work with the departments involved in the future,
trying to iron out any major problems that arise and examine options as
they becane available. Our goal is to recotmend to the Selectmen and the
Town the option that will insure that the Tcwn will receive the best ser-
vice possible at the lowest cost available that is not detremental to
quality of service and life safety.
Thanks go to the Fire and Police Qiiefs for their patience and in-
sight and to the members of the Ccimiittee for their time and expertise.
Respectfully sutndtted.





The Historic District Gamission was established at the 1985 Ibvvn
rfeeting. Vie began our first year by studing tlie feasibility of estab-
lishing a Historic District in Ihwn Center, Our analysis concluded that
a Historic District was needed to protect the historic and architectural
integrity of Town Center. Ihe decision was based on the following:
1. Overwhelming support for a Historic District fron Itwn Center
residents.
2. The presence of many pre-Civil War buildings in the vicinity of
Town Center.
3. Advise from lawyers of the New Hanpshire Municipal Association.
4. The premise that the integrity of Atkinson as a quaint New
England town should be strengthened and maintained by any alter-
ation or new construction vdiich may occur in Town Center.
5. A OCTtparison of the visual appearances of New Hanpshire tcwns
with Historic Districts vs. towns without Historic Districts.
Our next step was to devise a Historic District Ordinance that would
best serve Atkinson. Atkinson's ordinance was written using the state
"model ordinance." Ordinances fron a dozen other towns, with Historic
Districts in place for over a decade, were used so that Atkinscn could
benefit, at the outset, from the experience of other towns. State level
legislators, lawyers, the State Historic Preservation Office, and the
Association of Historic Districts were used as consultants
.
Ihe ordinance is included on this year's ballot by petition of
Atkinson residents fron within and outside the proposed district with
Planning Board approval.
It is the hope of this Cormission that Atkinson will vote to estab-
lish a Historic District at the upcoming ballot. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the residents of Atkinson and the Planning Boan







The major effort for the Cable IV Cormittee over the past year focused
on assuring the cable system voild becone operational.
Although there was considerable delay, approximately 90% of the cable
system in Itiwn is new operational.
The major cause for the del^ in installation can be attributed to the
requirement to obtain pole permits frcm the utility cctnpanies. Permits are
required for each pole upon which cable is to be attached. Each pole had
to be inspected for oode ccnpliance before a permit could be issued. Poles
that did not ccmply required either existing wires be moved or conplete pole
replacement.
The delays imposed by the utility ocnpanies in providing permits can be
directly attributed to the significant growth that continues ia southern New
Haitpshire.
To date approximately 745 or about 48% of the hemes in Itown are wired
for Cable TV. Most of the tovai has access to cable TV except for Hemlock
Hie^ts. Access to this section has been delayed because permits must be
obtained frcm still another untility corpany and another cable company.
Activities for the coming year will include monitoring the connection
of Hemlock ifcights and getting the studio equipment set up and monitoring
on-going activities of the cable ccmpany.
The current Cable TV Committee is made up of the same membership that
started four years ago when the Cottmittee was initiated. Iliose members are:
Betty Ann Green, Bob Dahlquist, Mike TUrell and Fred Waters.
I would like to thank the Ccmnittee members for their support and
participation over the past four years.
Respectfully sutara-tted.
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TOWN OF ATKINSON, NEW HRMPSHIRE
1. Our population is approximately 4,810, total land area is 11.2 square
miles.
2. Vfe are a Ttwn Government, headed by three Selectmen, and governed by
the Annual Itwn Meeting, held in March.
3. Vfe have a Volunteer Fire Department, consisting of regular and day
call members. Vfe have a call Police Department and both departments
are available 24 hours a day.
4. Shopping centers are less than H mile away. Ihere is no public trans-
portation in Atkinson, except for the elderly.
5. Vfe are part of the Timberlane Regional School District v*iich is ccm-
prised of the towns of Plaistov, Atkinson, Danville and Sandcwn. Ihe
Rockwell School and Atkinson Acadert^ house students in grades 1-5.
Students in grades 6-8 attend Tinberlane Regional Junior High School,
vrfiile hi^ school students attend the Timberlane Regional High School.
BDth the junior and senior high schools are located in Plaistow.
6. Our tax rate this year $22.20 per thousand. The Itwn was revalued in
1982-1983 by the New Hairpshire Department of Revenue Administration.
Vfe are presently valued at 90 percent.
7. There is no Ttown water or sewerage, but some developers have their own
water systems. Our Town is presently zcned primarily residential and
lot size requirements vary with the district.
8. The Congregational Church is located in the center of TDwn. Holy
Angels Catholic Church is located on Route 121 just over the Plaistow
line. The Pentucket Baptist Church is on East Road. Other denomina-
tional churches may be found not more than a mile away in other
oortmLinities.
9. Atkinson has the following organizations which meet regularly:
Garden Club, Tri-Ttown Club for Newcomers, VfcJtien's Civic Club, Lions
Club, Day and Evening Extension Groups. There is also the XYZ Club
for the senior Citizens. For the children there is scouting and
there are programs for baseball, basketball, junior football and
soccer.
10. Ttwn boards meet as follows: Selectmen - Monday, 7:30p.m.; Oonser-
vation, 3rd Monday; Recreation, 2nd Vfednesday; Budget Ccmnittee,
3rd Tliesday; Planning Board, 2nd and 4th Thursday; Board of Adjustment,
3rd Vfednesday. All boards and ocmnittees meet in the Tbwn Hall.
11. Atkinson presently has a Transfer Station, for disposal of rubbish,
located on Pope Road and open on Vfednesday, Saturdays and Sundays.
Brush may be disposed of at the Atkinson Brush Dunp, next to the
Transfer Station on Saturdays and Sundays.
- 83 -
If you are a registered voter of Atkinson and would like to serve as
a meitiber of one of the follcwing boards, ccmmissions or ccnmittees, please
fill out the form below, checking your area of interest and submit it to
the Selectmen's Office.
BOARD OF AEUUSTl^ENT
CCNSERVATICN CQMyHSSICN
DISPATCH CQ^MITIEE
PLANNING BOARD
TOWN BUILDING CCMMinEE
RECREATICN COMMISSICN
OTHER
NANE
ADDRESS
lEIEPHCNE
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NOTES
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